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NSO CCHD Screening Program 

Objectives 
 How to fill out the newborn 

screening card with            CCHD 
screening results page 

 

What to expect with a Screen 
Positive result 

 

 

 



Documentation 



Documentation Responsibilities 

 

Documenting CCHD results, including 
saturation values and screen evaluation in 
the patients chart or health record and the 
CCHD page of the newborn screening card 

Providing NSO with follow-up information 
for screen positive infants 



Newborn Screening Card, CCHD page 

Modifications to the 
Newborn Screening 
Card 

Addition of a 
detachable page 
specific to CCHD pulse 
oximetry screening in 
the newborn 
screening card 



Demographic Details (top of card) 

 

Identifiable with a bar code; 
shares an ID number with 
the blood spot portion 

 
 

Ensure the information is 
complete 
• Label (if applicable), 

date and time of birth, 
date of screen, etc. 

 

** especially important for 
patient identification when the 
CCHD page is separated from 
the blood spot portion 

 



Screening Details (bottom of card) 

If the screen is 
not completed, 

indicate why 
here 

Forward to Newborn Screening Ontario once the CCHD screening 
results page is filled out.  Follow your usual card submission process.  



CCHD Decline/Defer Portion 
 

Declined/Deferred screens 
should be documented 

 

While not intended to 
replace your current 
method of documenting 
declined/deferred screen, 
the back of the CCHD page 
provides an option for this 
if needed 

 



Collected Screening Results 

Screening results are collected by NSO and 
entered into an information system, with 
built-in algorithm evaluation (double check in 
place ) 

Any risks are identified and an alert is created 
(incomplete data, incorrect interpretation, 
missed screen, etc.) 

NSO will call the organization involved to 
follow up on the alert 



Screen Positive Results 

Newborn Screening Ontario will follow up on 
all screen positives with a phone call 

You will be asked to assist in the completion 
of the Diagnostic Evaluation Report Form 
(DERF).   

NSO will inquire about the screen results and 
baby’s course in hospital 

 

 

 



DERF Information Collected 

• Screen Results 
– Confirmation of screening results submitted 

• Diagnostic Evaluation 
– Who was referral made to?  Date/time of referral?  Date/time of 

assessment? 

– Was an echocardiogram completed? (date/time) 

– Was a decision made to transfer patient?  To where? How? (By what 
method? Transport team?) 

– What supportive interventions were necessary?  (Prostaglandins? 
Intubation and ventilation?) 

• Definitive Diagnosis 
– Was there a definitive diagnosis made?  Please specify. 

– Comments (can add value to the case if there was anything 
noteworthy) 

 



Collaboration between NSO, hospitals, 
midwives and newborn care providers is 

essential to ensure  quality CCHD 
screening by pulse oximetry for all babies 

of Ontario 

 



Questions?  

Thank you for your front line 
commitment to promoting 
healthy starts for Ontario’s 

babies! 



References 

• American Academy of Pediatrics, Newborn Screening for CCHD,  Answers and 
Resources for Primary Care Pediatricians; (2016) retrieved  from 
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-
initiatives/PEHDIC/Pages/Newborn-Screening-for-CCHD.aspxCCS document 

• Center for Disease Control, Screening for Critical Congenital Heart Defects, (2016) 
retrieved from  http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/heartdefects/cchd-facts.html 

• Kemper AR, Mahle WT, Martin GR, et al. Strategies For Implementing Screening 
For Critical Congenital Heart Disease. Pediatrics. 2011;128(5):e1259-e1267. 
doi:10.1542/peds.2011-1317. 

• Utah Public Health Department, CCHD Toolkit, (2016) retrieved from  
http://www.health.utah.gov/cchd/ 

• Wong KK, Fournier A, Fruitman DS, Graves L, Human DG, Narvey M, Russell JL, 
CCS/CPCA Position Statement on Pulse Oximetry Screening in Newborns to 
Enhance Detection of Critical Congenital Heart Disease, Canadian Journal of 
Cardiology (2016), doi: 10.1016/j.cjca.2016.10.006 

 


